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|b: SA@omewhat singular trial took place yesterda 
Gorieral | Sess 4 


in the Court of ions. In December, 

1862, an old man named» Grorex Bowne, of high- 
respectable connections, was tried before Fran- 

crs - TILLOU, a that time Pave Pr ter of - 

City, for ting a forged check for $400 at the 

Chemical Bank, to be si Mr. 

Roxerr -H. Beane Bowes was relate 

sentenced by Recorder ‘Titov to 

Prison for four years and three nionths. He sérved 

Out .his term, and on the 4th of Nove 

-few months afterhe had left the. prison, 

a forged check for 

porting 


ur- 

by the same Recorder forge 
Set Wont vesstnc pene se 
. vi venerable in a e, ‘bu 
not altogether prepossessing. He was again con- 
Recorder T1,L0u being one of the ih 
the. term.. Bowns, it is said, for- 
edtoa of noted forgers. Anoth- 
er case of forgery, that of Joun W. Cuise, was 
also dis: of:yeaterday; a verdict ‘of guilty be- 

ce reserved... 


The sales of Cotton,, yesterday, reached 1,800 
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were essentially unal " 
The cattle matkéts ‘have been a little disturbed 


Congressional Oratory. 
There can be hardly anything more melan- 
choly and disheartening in “a parliamentary 
sense” than the reports which meet one’s eye 
in every letter from Washington, of the pro- 
ceedings in Congress. Each of them contains 
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speéches [but of essays, apropos des bottes. 
Bubjects which have no sort .of connection, 
‘are discussed in succession and at great length, 
without the slightest attempt at debate. Each 
man has evidently prepared his piece, and is 
determined to. say it—at whatever cost. 
Nothing in particular ever seems to be before 
the House ; but every speaker, when his turn 
comes, repeats a discourse de omnibus rebus et 
7 aliis. Every Southerner seems to 
coneider it, hig solemn duty to make a “ disunion 
speech,” atleast four times in every session, and 
administer a cuff to Northern fanatics. Every 
Northern member, in: like manner, seems to 
think he labors under a sacred obligation to 
give a history of the Slavery question from the 
foundation of the republic to the present time. 
We know that a great deal of this is done un- 
der the shelter of the license afforded by a 
Committee of the Whole, but it surely does not 
follow. that, because _ the rigid rules of debate 
in the House are suspended, orators need have 
no care. for the public time, and no bowels 


| of compassion for their fellow members. Mr. 


Iverson, for instance, on Thursday made his 
“ great disunion speech.” Everybody knows 
‘what it contained without reading a line of it, 
just as well as everybody knows what is meant 
in Christmas week by ‘“ the compliments. of the 
season.” He said, of course, that the South 
‘was. cruelly -wronged—that negroes were 
inferior to white men—that the North 
was full of Abolitionists—that all Free Soilers 
are knaves and cowards—that the only per- 
fect form of human society is to be found on a 
cotton or sugar plantation—that Ham and his 
descendants labor under a curse, and, finally, 
that if the North does not let the South do 
what she pleases, there will be bloody work, 
and a “Southern Confederation.” This is all 
sad staff of which the public. is : thoroughly 
-sick, if for no other reason, through sheer re- 
pletion ; but why should ‘Senator Trumevit 
make it.all the more nauseating by replying to 
it with a ‘shower ‘of ‘Northern commonplaces 
on the same subject? We have no desire to 


| see discussion stifled, but discussion ceases 


either to convince . opponents or to elicit truth 
when it is carried on without regard either to 
time or place, or the patience or temper of the 
public. There never was a cause in the worid 
good enough to flourish under the advocacy of 
irreclaimable bores. The purest-minded citi- 
zens that ever existed would sooner any day 
submit to the rule of an autocrat than have to 
listen every day to a discourse on freedom 


interested or enthusiastic, like all else thet is 
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occasion Call# for it and is worthy of it ;— 
but flesh and blood can’t stand it every day 
and on every p « We'do 
that when a orator goes. t0 Congress, 
with » limitless store of Rana lamenta 
bly deficient supply of —" “ nigger 
question” ag the one and only piece of furni- 
ture in the chambers of his brain—he ought 
by merely repeating a prosy sermon on 
the leading question of politics, to be able 
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‘ought, one would ‘think, to startle 
the most thoughtless into “a ‘Close scrutiny of 
the course by those who control, they 
floating capital ‘ofthe éommunity; and who’ 
that capitel immediately available and profita- 
_ble to themselves at whatever risk of future 
Contingent enibarrasenients. Apparently jit 
produces no-such effect: a 
Our ships are lying idle in the docks, and 
their owners, echoing the Transatlantic cry. of 
their British brethren, duticipate a dismal 
downfall of the whole shipping interest of the 
country. Our exports‘and imports so lag be- 
hind the lines of past years that the good peo- 
ple of New-Orleans begin to talk of the de- 
cline of New-York, and to account for the im- 
pending catastrophe by the existence of Grrarr 
Suirn, and the Abolitionist mancuvres of the 
New-York Tridune.. One after another our 


4 great railway corporations, finding their past 


policy ‘no longer tenable, are ceasing not only 

to pay Paul with Peter’s money, but to pay him 

at all, and are steadily dropping downwards to 

that point of outright liquidation from which 

alone most of them can’ ever hope to date their, 
real recovery and honest prosperity. ’ 
.» Throughout the world of commerce and .en- 

terprise, we see the unmistakeable signs of 
expiation for the follies of the past, and of hes- 
‘itation in the presence of a still uncertain’ fu- 
ture, Give us an assured continuance of ‘po- 
litical quiet on both sides the Atlantic, and wa 
shall doubtless find new and healthy employ- 
‘ment for the accumulated capital which now 
oppresses itself and the markets. Driven as 
we assuredly shall be, hereafter, to depend 
upon our own resources for those supplies of 
money for which we can no longer look to Eu- 
rope, which is rapidly developing an unprece- 
dented demand for capital within her own 
borders, and which has acquired a “ plentiful 
lack” of confidence in our securities and en- 

terprises, we shall unquestionably learn to ex- 

act. a stricter accountability of those. who 
manage our investments, and to exercise @ 
sharper scrutiny into the schemes set before 

us. 
But the actual aspect of _publie affairs—both 
abroad and at home—does not conciliate the 
confidence essential to any new movement of 
serious and responsible enterprise. Who. can 

count upon fhe course of President Bucuanan, 

in regard to any one of those great questions, 

domestic ‘and foreign, on any one of which the 
peace of the country may, by a sudden 
twist of the national helm, be instantly 
wrecked ? Or who can venture to assure him- 
self that any steamer, to arrive from Europe, 
will not bring the news of a.great Continental 
war, suddenly deranging the sensitive balance 
of the world’s exchanges ? It is idle to.ex- 
pect any sustained and wholesome activity in 
the sounder regions of American industry and 
enterprise, till the debts of the past have been 
paid and the prospects of the future made tol- 
erably intelligible. 

Meanwhile, we find the money operations of 
our banks, stretching out beyond the limits of 
any former year ; the specie reserve of these 
institutions fallen by 124 per cent. from. the 
strength of 1858, and their liabilities increased 
beyond those of last. year by thrice that propor- 
tion. The perils of such a position are obvious 
enough. Perhaps theycannot now be averted ; 
but, at least, they may excite us to bestow a 
closer attention upon those defects in our sys- 
tem of enterprise and commerce’ which have 
made such perils possible, and which now 
aggravate their intensity. 

At the core of all these defects lies the 
reckless extravagance and positive dishonesty 
engendered and fostered in this country by our 
theory and practice of joint stock companies. 
The United States entered upon their com- 
mercial development with a capital wholly 
disproportionate to the: opportunities of our 
situation, and the energies of our people. It 
was, therefore, at first, a matter of necessity 
that we should do our heaviest work through 
combinations of capital. But our necessity 
has, in the end, become our curse. Immense 
interests, created by [the activity of a few men 
out of the resources of many, have been left 
to the control of ‘the ‘few, with an ever-incréas- 
ing laxity of supervision. on the part of the 
many.” The property of minors, or of widows, 
and the small sayings,of the prospering young 
merchant have been drawn into the clutch of 
these vast engines of én.erprise; with the 
large © subscriptions of, the. millionaire ; 
foreign capitalists havé. been’ “seduced 
by the of “ per-centage” . and 
“guarantee,” and the machinery’ once set 
in motion has been-left to be-driven whithers0- 
ever the driver chose, at whatever speed 


‘acres of coal-land, from which it draws @ yield 
of coal, which increased twelvefold in the ten 
years between 1847 and 1857. This coal is of 
a kind demanded by the growing exigencies of 








steam manufacturing and of railway traffic in 
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he became @ partner in this transaction’ he 
never knew Mr. Suexman at all. The“ Hoff- 
man Company” made ‘their purchase, as may 
be supposed, on very comfortable terms ; the 
Cumberland Company denying the receipt of 
any consideration whatever for this transfer 
of more than. 1000 acres of coal-land with the 
assumption of all sorts of “obli- 
gations for the benefit of the “Hoffman Com- 
pany!” But of all things there must be an 
end, and so at last there came along the crisis 
of .1857, which, as ‘the’ reader will hardly be 
surprised to hear, brought this marvelously 
managed Company to an assignment, and all 
the diplomacy of Mr. Saerman and his - col- 
leagues into the light of day. 

The shock of these revelations aroused even 
the Directors and the Stockholders. ‘The prop- 
erty has been put* into responsible hands: the 
ejected Suzruman and the enterprising Dzax 
wilk be pursued at law; and the Cumberland 
Coal Company will go on its way renewed and 
rejoicing. But upon whom have all the losses 
incurred through their mad.and senseless ne- 
glect of the interests. confided to them by the’ 
first. Directors of this and of so many other 
companies fallen? And what possible guaran- 
- tee can the future offer us, of absolute and per- 
| manent prosperity, until the whole of our great 
joint property enterprises shall have been in like 
manner sifted by those who are vitally inter- 
ested in them, and the helter-skelter system of 
the past utterly rooted out of its abiding. 
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The Ballot in England. 

Joun Baient has drawn on himself the 

wrath. of all “‘true-born Englishmen,” by 
certain comparisons which -he has in- 
stituted between the political institutions 
of Great Britain and those of the United 
States, rather invidious to the former. The 
newspapers have been tinging ever since with 
denunciations of him for wishing to “ Ameri- 
‘ canize” England ; and the disorders of munici- 
pal government in New-York and other large 
cities, and the malodorous reputation of Fsen- 
wanpo Woop, have been dragged to light in the 
columns of the London Times in refutation of the 
eloquent quaker’s theories: As he is not a 
man to be put down by popular clamor, however, 
he has reiterated all his assertions with regard 
to us and our institutions, in his more re- 
cent speeches. He is still of opinion that 
there are many things among us which Eng- 
land would do well to borrow, besides our ma- 
chines and horse-tamers, and among them our 
extended suffrage. He acknowledges that our 
great cities must be excepted from his eulogium, 
inasmuch as they are rather Irish and German 
than American ; but maintains that all the rest 
of the country owes to popular government 
unparalleled . security for life. and property. 
Lord Cax.isix,who knows us, and has studied us, 
has joined in the outery against Mr. Brieut, and 
declares that he too is sorry to.find that many 
of the worst fears about us, formed at the 
period of his visit, are being realized, and he 
protests against any change in the institutions 
of Great Britain which would have a tenden- 
cy to assimilate them to ours. Barient has 
treated his criticisms with more respect than 
those of the rest of his opponents, but never- 
theless has not dealt too tenderly even with 
him. 

It would be rather ungracious in us to at- 
tempt to dispute the accuracy of Mr. Bricur’s 
picture of us, even if we saw grounds for do- 
ing so ; but we may fairly question his conclu- 
sions as to the applicability of many portions 
of our political system to society asit is at 
present constituted in Great Britain. He 
seems to think that an extension of the suf- 
frage is the one great panacea for all the evils 
with which the empire is afflicted, but he 
surely forgets that there is a large number of 
concomitants needed, without which universal, 
or even household suffrage, is a positive mock- 
ery. To. irrigate properly, preparations must 
be made before the sluices are opened, te ena- 
ble each portion of the soil to receive its share 
of the moisture. It does not do to turn a tor- 
rent into a field, and leave it to find its own 
way over the surface. Society in America was 
prepared for universal suffrage before it began 
its work. Our laws of descent, and real; prop- 
erty law, were so formed as to render 
the accumulation ef great wealth and 
corresponding influence in the hands of fami- 
lies or individuals for more than one. genera- 
tion impossible. _ All that legislation can do 
-amengst us to level social distinctions, to place 
| every man on an.equality with his neighbor, 
and raise him out of. dependence. on his infu- 
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succession laws; the debtor and creditor laws, 
have been modified and revised, with this. 
object in view. Dare Mr. Bricnt incorporate 
in his proposed measure of electoral reform 
any such changes as these? We have nodoubt 


feel © ‘well 
satisfied that he is too acute a politician to 
suppose that any bill containing them oriany- 
“thing like them, would stand ‘the' smallest 
chance of success in any House of Commons 


in which he is ever likely to sit. 
He has cited a saying of the Earl of Dexsy, 
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land is Irish; that all he says of the slavish- 
ness of English voters is. doubly true of Irish 


forward must be made to apply to them also. 
What reason is there, we should like to know, 
for their being less corrupt, less careless‘and 
demagogue driven, under universal suffrage in- 
Cork or Kerry, than in the Sixth Ward of this 


for them here must be made for them there. 
of 1882 was perfectly applicable to the existing 


state of British society, any further step in. 
the same direction calls for other and more 


-radical changes than an increase in the num-' 


great estates—as long as commissions in the 
army are to be obtained only for money, or: 
the influence which money commands—as long 
as there is such a corporation in the State as 
the Established Church—as long as small free- 
holders, owning their farms.in fee simple, are 
almost an impossibility—though last not least, 


tion, universal suffrage is simply another rod 
placed in the hands of “the great houses,” er 
a crowbar in the hands of demagogues. 
em 
A New Turn in Mexican Affairs. 
Events crowd each other in Mexico, It is 
but three days ago that we announced the ac- 





ital, and the probabilities of an immediate res- 
toration of the Juarez Government. The move- 
ment of Rostzs was undérstood to be in the 
interest. of the latter; and it was also 
understood to be in the 
President. Bucuanan’s Mexican ‘policy, so 
far as the acquisition of new territory 
was concermed. Some little . congratula- 
tion upon a change so propitious to all inter- 
ests was justifiable ; the organs of the Admin- 


to the President’s sagacity, who, through the 
fog and tumult of Mexican affairs, had patiently 
awaited this precise -tarn to vindicate his. 
apparently culpable inactivity. All this bat 


of this agreeable. picture. Gen.. Rostzs, it 
seems, really entertained no friendly purposes 
toward the Liberal Government. His action, on 
the contrary, argued animosity to the Constitu- 
tion; for so far from ‘acting in accordance 
with its provisions, in determining who should 
administer the Government, he summoned a 
Junta, or Convention of notables, precisely sim- 
flar in character to the unauthorized body 
which raised Zvutoaca, now a fugitive, to the 
Dictatorship. The. Junta,. consisting of three 

from each State, forthwith elected 
Gen. Minauon, the Commander-in-Chief of the 
Army, President. Thus the whole result of 
the Robles pronunciamienio has been to trans- 
fer the central usurpation from weaker! to 
stronger hands, and to increase the «labors 
and the hazards of the Liberal cause. 


chief of the Republic, is an addition to the list 
of those who have reached the summit of am- 
bition in early life. Born in 1832, he is now 
in his 27th year. . He. first figured conspicu- 
ously in the insurrection of Zu.oaea: last. Win- 
ter. Upon the death of Gen. Osoznos he was 
placed at the head of the Army, signalizing his: 
promotion by. a great victory over Gen. Vi- 
paurgi, near San Luis Potosi, Sept. 29. More 
recently he has beaten the Liberal Drgouiabo 
without the gates of Guadalajara, and forced 
his way into that city. These achievements 
attest his military capacity. We shall see- 
presently whether his administrative abilities: 
are proportioned to his skill in arms. His com- 
ing into power will necessarily the 
adjustment of Our difficulties with ico, un- 
less the Constitutional Government be at once 
strengthened by the recognition of the Ameri- 
can Executive. 
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